errata, for which, perhaps, the printer may be partially responsible, but if he had given the number of errata at six hundred he certainly would be nearer the mark. To give only a few specimens of the spelling, the musculi papillares of the heart are almost universally spelt " papillariesthat anoma- artery," &c. We need scarcely remark that these mistakes, and hosts of others, are quite independent of the six errata admitted and corrected at the beginning of the book.
The style, the composition, and the grammar, are as faulty, or more so, than the orthography, and the words and ideas are so jumbled together, the nominative cases sometimes not agreeing with the verbs, the relatives sometimes being without antecedents, and the sentences altogether being so entangled and involved, that the meaning of many passages is utterly unintelligible. We shall adduce the following amusing passage in Reviews.
[Jan., [Jan.,
The distinction existing between fatty degeneration of the heart and fatty infiltration of that organ, the one consisting of a development of oil-globules within tile muscular fibrillee, and the other of a deposition of fat-cells around the muscles, is correctly described, and illustrated by diagrams from Kindfleisch; but the diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of the last-named affection are somewhat unnecessarily and elaborately set forth, seeing that the phenomena of fatty infiltration in the tissues generally, including the heart, are pretty obvious, and that there is by no means any necessary connection between this condition and the formidable disease known as fatty degeneration. The subject, however, gives an opportunity to the author of discussing the system of Banting, which is condemned as a dangerous liberty with man's construction, but Dr. Fothergill's remarks on the diet and regimen to be adopted for the diminution or removal of fat in excess are judicious and sensible.
The The combination of heart and kidney disease has often been noticed, and it is not difficult to conceive how the diseases of the one organ may injuriously affect the tissues and consequently the functions of the other. The state of venous congestion induced by obstructions in the right side of the heart will necessarily cause congestion in the organs behind the heart, and consequently the kidneys will become congested, their secreting cells will be injured, the urea of the blood will be retained with much of the water, and the albumen will pass into the urine. The meaning of the author is probably that compensatory changes, although beneficial to a certain extent, are, nevertheless, morbid actions, and that they often carry with them distinctive consequences inseparable from their very existence ; but Ave are not sure that we are right in this interpretation. Again, when treating of the hygienic treatment of the uric acid diathesis, Dr. Fothergill states, in the following terms, the effects of fresh air and exercise, the advice being, no doubt, good, but the explanation being utterly obscure by the peculiarity of the diction and the punctuation :
" Fresh air and exercise are good, and aid in oxidizing the waste products lingering in their decomposition, and reduce the necessity for rendering uric acid, or, as it must exist in the alkaline blood, in union with some base, its insoluble compounds, soluble by potash or lithia" (p. 333).
Here the meaning probably is that air and exercise convert the uric acid into urea and carbonic acid, and so eliminate it from the system, thus obviating the necessity of giving potash or lithia for the purpose of neutralising and dissolving the uric acid ; but if this be the meaning the author still further obscures it by gratuitously assuming that uric acid must exist in the alkaline blood as an insoluble compound in union with some base. The general belief is that uric acid is held in solution by the salts of the urine, and if in solution in the blood it is probably kept so by the same agencies. If we forbear to analyse further Dr. Fothergill's book it is from the fear that, in consequence of the peculiarities of the style, the great brevity and obscurity with which some of the subjects are treated, and the great extent to which others are Reviews.
[Jan., tlie onward flow of blood through the narrow orifices may and does cause accumulations in the cavities behind the orifices, and also gives rise to increase in the muscular walls to enable the heart to overcome the obstacle, and nearly the same reasoning applies in the case of regurgitation; but the converse of the proposition is not by any means so clear, namely, that dilatation of the cavities and thickening of the heart-walls will induce narrowing of the orifices or regurgitation through the valves. 
